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THREE RIVERS SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS 

Introduction 
The Three Rivers Study, which encompasses the confluence of the Arkansas and White rivers 
with the Mississippi River in southeast Arkansas, is being conducted by the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) to study the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System 
(MKARNS) in an effort to seek a long-term sustainable navigation system that promotes the 
continued safe and reliable economic use of the MKARNS.  

There is a risk of breach of the existing containment structures near the entrance channel to the 
MKARNS on the White River. During high water events, water backing up the Mississippi can 
create significant head differentials between the Arkansas and the White rivers. The existing 
containment structures are subject to damaging overtopping, flanking and seepage that could 
result in a catastrophic breach. The uninhibited development of a breach, or cutoff, has the 
potential to create various navigation hazards, increase the need for dredging, and adversely 
impact an estimated 200 acres of bottomland hardwood forest in the isthmus between the 
Arkansas and White rivers.  

Stage of Planning Process 
This is a feasibility study. A planning Charette was conducted in September 2015, and an 
Alternatives Milestone Meeting was completed in December 2015. The study is in the 
Alternative Formulation and Analysis Phase. Utilizing a reasonable level of detail, the PDT has 
analyzed, compared, and evaluated the array of alternatives to identify a Tentatively Selected 
Plan. 

Study Authority 
Section 216, Flood Control Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-611) authorizes a feasibility study due to 
examine significantly changed physical and economic conditions in the Three Rivers study area. 
The study will evaluate and recommend modifications for long-term sustainable navigation on 
the MKARNS. Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-611) states: 

"The Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, is authorized to 
review the operation of projects the construction of which has been completed and 
which were constructed by the Corps of Engineers in the interest of navigation, flood 
control, water supply, and related purposes, when found advisable due to significantly 
changed physical or economic conditions, and to report thereon to Congress with 
recommendations on the advisability of modifying the structures or their operation, and 
for improving the quality of the environment in the overall public interest." 

Non-Federal Sponsor 
The Arkansas Waterways Commission is the non-federal sponsor for the Three Rivers Southeast 
Arkansas Study. An amended feasibility cost-sharing agreement was executed in June 2015. 

Purpose 
Based on the Section 216 authority, the study is investigating alternatives that would minimize 
the risk of cut off development, including reducing the cost of maintence associated with 
preventing cutoff development, while minimizing impacts to the surrounding ecosystem.  







DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Michael Sullivan 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

700 West Capitol Ave., Room 3416, Federal Building 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

 

 

Dear Mr. Sullivan, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Michael P. Jansky 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200, 6ENXP 

Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

 

 

Dear Mr. Jansky, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Ms. Jeanene Peckham 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 

Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

 

 

Dear Ms. Peckham, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Tony Robinson 

FEMA, Region VI 

FRC 800 North Loop 288 

Denton, TX 76209-3698 

 

 

Dear Mr. Robinson, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Ms. Cindy Dohner 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

1875 Century Boulevard 

Atlanta, GA 30345 

 

 

Dear Ms. Dohner, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Melvin Tobin 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

110 South Amity Road, Suite 300 

Conway, AR 72032 

 

 

Dear Mr. Tobin, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Jason Phillips 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

26320 Highway 33 South 

Augusta, AR 72006 

 

 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Keith Weaver 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

26320 Highway 33 South 

Augusta, AR 72006 

 

 

Dear Mr. Weaver, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Bo Sloan 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

57 South CC Camp Road 

St. Charles, AR 72140 

 

 

Dear Mr. Sloan, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Reed Green 

U.S. Geological Survey 

401 Hardin Road 

Little  Rock, AR 72211 

 

 

Dear Mr. Green, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. David Friewald 

U.S. Geological Survey 

401 Hardin Road 

Little Rock, AR 72211 

 

 

Dear Mr. Friewald, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch
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July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Steven R. Spencer 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1001 Indian School Road NW, Suite 348 

Albuquerque, NM 87104 

 

 

Dear Mr. Spencer, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Ms. Loretta B. Sutton 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW, (MS 2342) 

Washington, DC 20240 

 

 

Dear Ms. Sutton, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Environmental Coordinator 

National Park Service, Midwest Region 

601 Riverfront Drive 

Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

 

 

Dear Mr. Coordinator, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Cam Sholly 

National Park Service, Midwest Region 

601 Riverfront Drive 

Omaha, NE 68102 

 

 

Dear Mr. Sholly, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Everett Bandy 

Quapaw Tribe 

P.O. Box 765 

Quapaw, OK 74363-0765 

 

 

Dear Mr. Bandy, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Ms. Becky  Keogh 

Arkansas Dept of Environmental Quality 

5301 Northshore Drive 

 North Little Rock, AR 72118-5317 

 

 

Dear Ms. Keogh, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Tracy L. Copeland 

Department of Finance & Administration 

1515 West 7th Street, Room 305 

Little Rock, AR 72203 

 

 

Dear Mr. Copeland, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Doug Akin 

Arkansas Forestry Commission 

3821 W. Roosevelt Road 

Little Rock, AR 72204 

 

 

Dear Mr. Akin, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Mike Knoedl 

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 

2 Natural Resources Drive 

Little Rock, AR 72205 

 

 

Dear Mr. Knoedl, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Ms. Jennifer Sheehan 

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 

2 Natural Resources Drive 

Little Rock, AR 72205 

 

 

Dear Ms. Sheehan, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Ms. Bekki White 

Arkansas Geological Survey 

3815 West Roosevelt Road 

Little Rock, AR 72204 

 

 

Dear Ms. White, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Dr. Nathaniel Smith, MD, MPH 

Arkansas Department of Health 

4815 West Markham 

Little Rock, AR 72205 

 

 

Dear Dr. Smith, MD, MPH, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Jeff Stone 

Arkansas Department of Health 

4815 West Markham Street, Slot 37 

Little Rock, AR 72205-3867 

 

 

Dear Mr. Stone, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Chris Colclasure 

Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 

323 Center Street, Suite 1500 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

 

 

Dear Mr. Colclasure, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Scott Bennett 

Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department 

10324 Interstate 30 

Little Rock, AR 72203 

 

 

Dear Mr. Bennett, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Richard W. Davies 

Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism 

#1 Capitol Mall, Rm 4A-900 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

 

 

Dear Mr. Davies, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Matt McNair 

Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism 

#1 Capitol Mall, Rm 4A-900 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

 

 

Dear Mr. McNair, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Ms. Frances McSwain 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

 

 

Dear Ms. McSwain, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. J. Randy Young 

Arkansas Natural Resources Commission 

101 E. Capitol Avenue, Suite #350 

Little Rock, AR 72201-3827 

 

 

Dear Mr. Young, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Edward Swaim 

Arkansas Natural Resources Commission 

101 E. Capitol, Suite 350 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

 

 

Dear Mr. Swaim, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867 

 
(501) 324-5751 -324-  

 
 

July 30, 2015 

 

Planning and Environmental Division 

Environmental Branch 

 

 

Mr. Scott Simon 

The Nature Conservancy, Arkansas Field Office 

601 North University Ave. 

Little Rock, AR 72203 

 

 

Dear Mr. Simon, 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock District, along with the Arkansas Waterways 

Commission is initiating the Three Rivers Study on the lower McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System near the convergence of the Arkansas, White and Mississippi Rivers. The study is needed to 

investigate significant hydrologic and hydraulic problems that are threatening the Corps’ mission areas of 

Navigation, Recreation, Flood Risk Management, as well as aquatic ecosystem habitat and existing 

infrastructure.  This multipurpose study will evaluate impacts to navigation and all project purposes 

identified, develop alternatives for a long-term sustainable solution, and investigate opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration in the lower Arkansas-White River area. 

 

The 2009 Draft Ark-White Cutoff General Re-evaluation Report documented that a full breach 

between the Arkansas and White rivers has a seven to 10 percent annual chance of occurrence.  A breach 

would result in a significant cutoff channel that would affect navigation for more than 100 days, resulting 

in approximately $300 million in lost navigation benefits commerce, as well as potential impacts to 

wetlands and pristine bottomland hardwood forest.  

Your agency is invited to attend an Agency Kickoff Meeting on August 11, 2015 at the Arkansas 

Central Library, 100 River Market Avenue, Little Rock, AR., from 9:30 a.m. to noon, to learn more about 

the Three Rivers Study. 

 At this time, we are also requesting information and comments that would assist in the preparation 

of the study and accompanying environmental documentation required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 and the Corps’ Engineer Regulation ER 200-2-2 “Procedures for Implementing 

NEPA”.  Please submit any information your agency may have by September 1, 2015.  If comments are 

not received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments at this point on the study.  If 

there are any questions or concerns, our environmental POC for this study is Mr. Craig Hilburn at (501) 

324-5735 or email at David.C.Hilburn@usace.army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
   Dana O. Coburn 

Chief, Environmental Branch 



























































































DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Lisa C. LaRue-Baker 
Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
The United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 746 
Tahequah, OK 74465 

 
Dear Ms. LaRue-Baker: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Amber Hood 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
The Chickasaw Nation 
2020 Arlington, Suite 4 
Ada, OK  74820 

 
Dear Ms. Hood: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Mr. Ian Thompson 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Drawer 1210 
Durant, OK 74702 
 
Dear Mr. Thompson: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Dr. Andrea Hunter 
Director, Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
The Osage Nation 
P.O. Box 779 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 
 
Dear Dr. Hunter: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Mr. Everett Bandy 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
The Quapaw Tribe of Indians 
P.O. Box 765 
Quapaw, OK 74363 
 
Dear Mr. Bandy: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Ms. Kim Jumper 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Shawnee Tribe 
P.O. Box 189 
Miami, OK 74354 
 
Dear Ms. Jumper: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Mr. Earl J. Barbry Jr. 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Tunica-Biloxi Indian Tribe 
P.O. Box 331 
Marksville, LA  71355 
 
Dear Mr. Barbry: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFICE BOX 867 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72203-0867 

 
 

           REPLY TO                 October 13, 2015 
           ATTENTION OF: CESWL-PE 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Three Rivers Study, Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas 
 
 
Ms. Tamara Francis-Fourkiller 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 487 
Binger, OK 73009 

 
Dear Ms. Francis-Fourkiller: 
 
     The Little Rock District of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the 
Arkansas Waterways Commission recently initiated a three year study to investigate the 
hydrologic problems threatening navigation, aquatic ecosystem habitat, recreation, flood 
damage reduction and existing infrastructure at the convergence of the White, Arkansas, and 
Mississippi Rivers in Arkansas and Desha Counties, Arkansas. As described in the September 
18, 2015 letter addressed to your Tribal Government this study known as the Three Rivers 
Study will result in an integrated draft Project Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS); anticipated to be available for public review in the spring of 2017.  This action 
has been determined by the USACE to be an undertaking that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on historic properties per 36 CFR Part 800.3(a). 
 
     The USACE would like to initiate Section 106 consultation according to the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, and implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800 as amended. A 
map of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) is enclosed for your review and comment. 
At this time we are seeking your Tribal Government’s recommendations or concurrence on the 
boundaries of the proposed APE and for information pertaining to properties within the area as 
defined, which have religious or cultural significance. Please respond to this letter via electronic 
mail or regular mail by November 15, 2015 in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3(c)(4). If there are 
any concerns or questions, contact Ms. Cindy Thomas at (501) 324-5752 or email at 
Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  
 
 
 Sincerely, 

       
   
 Dana Coburn 
 Branch Chief, Environmental 
 
Enclosure 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Lindsey Bilyeu [mailto:lbilyeu@choctawnation.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2015 12:48 PM 
To: Hilburn, David C SWL 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Three Year Study Investigating Hydrologic Problems, 
White, Arkansas, and Mississippi Rivers; Arkansas and Desha Co.'s, AR 
 
Mr. Hilburn, 
  
 
The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma thanks the USACE, Little Rock District, for the 
correspondence regarding the above referenced project.  Portions of Arkansas and 
Desha Co.’s contain the Choctaw Nation’s Trail of Tears Removal Routes.  The 
Choctaw Nation Historic Preservation Department requests to be a consulting party 
on this project.   
 
  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
  
Thank you, 
 
  
Lindsey D. Bilyeu 
 
NHPA Senior Section 106 Reviewer 
 
Historic Preservation Department 
 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
 
P.O. Box 1210 
 
Durant, OK 74701 
 
580-924-8280 ext. 2631 
________________________________ 
 
 
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it 
is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and 
exempt from disclosure. If you have received this message in error, you are 
hereby notified that we do not consent to any reading, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message. If you have received this communication 
in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy the transmitted 
information. Please note that any view or opinions presented in this email are 
solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Choctaw 
Nation. 
 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 



From: Everett Bandy
To: Lynch, Amanda L SWL; Thomas, Cynthia G SWL
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed Three Rivers Feasibilty Study
Date: Friday, November 13, 2015 3:47:19 PM

Ms. Lynch and Ms. Thomas,

The Quapaw Tribe Historic Preservation Office has received and reviewed the information you have provided for
 the Proposed Three Rivers Feasibility Study.

This office would first like to thank Ms. Thomas for taking the time to speak about the project and go over some
 questions.. This was very helpful and has increased our understanding about what the project may entail. As we
 understand it, this project is not in the stage where it can be submitted for a formal Section 106 review; however the
 Little Rock USACE has taken the opportunity to include the Quapaw Tribe in early planning for this project. We
 would like to thank the Corps for providing the Quapaw Tribe with this opportunity which is very much in line with
 the spirit of good faith consultation described in 36 CFR Part 800.

This office is not able to give very much specific information to the Little Rock USACE that would be helpful at
 this stage of planning. We can express to the Little USACE however that this area is of paramount significance to
 the Quapaw Tribe as we occupied this area for a long period of time. Numerous sites of religious, cultural, and
 historic significance that are both rooted in the history of the Quapaw Tribe and are still important in maintaining
 the continuing cultural identity of our people are located in the area. As a result the Quapaw Tribe Historic
 Preservation is very interested in this project and can express that we will be engaging the Little Rock USACE in
 formal consultation regarding this project and we will need additional information as it becomes available in order
 to effectively review this project.

Some of the information that will be needed for an efficient review of this project includes:

*         Maps depicting

o   The final NEPA Study area

o   The APE for potential impacts to historic properties

*  this should include any area where ground disturbing work will take place including dredging, collection of fill
 material etc.

*  depending on the final nature and APE of the project visual impacts may need to be assessed as well

*  This can/may be a final map of the proposed project, or may be maps depicting the top project designs and
 alternatives

o   Known cultural site locations in relation to the project

o   LIDAR Data for at least the APE when it is determined (the Study Area would be preferable).

*  This information will be extremely helpful in reviewing the project. The comparison of this data set with known

mailto:EBandy@quapawtribe.com
mailto:Amanda.L.Lynch@usace.army.mil
mailto:Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil


 sites and cultural information known to this office with the possible features that may be identified while reviewing
 this project will enable this office to effectively and efficiently recommend areas of concern where additional
 archeological work may be needed

*         Information regarding the ownership status of any proposed new structures that may result from this project

o   What long term mechanisms will be in place to deal with potential sediment build-up associated with these
 structures

Depending upon the nature of the final APE for the project and what potential effects may be anticipated an
 agreement document may need to be negotiated as well. This will need to be examined at a later date; however it
 may be prudent to consider that this is a possibility while the planning and scheduling for this project is underway.

This office understand that it will take some time to meet these requests; especially given the early stages of this
 project. We look forward to being able to review the information when it is received and examine the information
 we have for the area in order to make recommendations that are well thought out and informed. This will enable the
 Little Rock USACE to effectively plan and potentially execute this project in a fashion that will meet the
 preservation interests of the Quapaw Tribe and be in compliance with the applicable acts and laws that govern
 federal undertakings such as the NHPA.

Thank you for the working with the Quapaw Tribe on this matter.

Please contact me with any questions,

-Everett Bandy

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Quapaw Tribe

CONFIDENTIALITY / PRIVACY NOTICE: This message and any attachments transmitted with it, is for the
 designated recipient only and may contain privileged or confidential information. If you have received it in error
 please notify the sender, via return e-mail, immediately and permanently delete the original. Any unauthorized
 review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. Thank you.
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